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COURSE SPECIFICATION
Please refer to the Course Specification Guidance Notes for guidance on completing this document.
	[bookmark: _heading=h.vjrbumfltemb]Course Title
	CertHE Musical Theatre

	Final Award
	CertHE

	Exit Awards
	N/A

	Course Code / UCAS code (if applicable)
	N/A

	Mode of study
	Full time

	Mode of delivery
	Campus - Laine Theatre Arts

	Normal length of course
	1 year

	Cohort(s) to which this course specification applies
	From September 2026 intake onwards

	Awarding Body	
	University of Portsmouth

	Teaching Institution
	Laine Theatre Arts

	Faculty
	Faculty of Creative & Cultural Industries

	School/Department/Subject Group
	School of Arts, Design & Performance

	School/Department/Subject Group webpage
	https://www.port.ac.uk/study/subject-area/drama-music-and-performing-arts

	Course webpage including entry criteria
	https://www.laine-theatre-arts.co.uk
GCSE English Language or GCSE English Literature at Grade 4/C or above
Successful completion of the audition and interview process.

	Professional and/or Statutory Regulatory Body accreditations
	N/A

	Office for Students Conditions of Registration
	https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/for-providers/registering-with-the-ofs/registration-with-the-ofs-a-guide/conditions-of-registration/

	Quality Assurance Agency Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (FHEQ) Level
	Level 4






	This course specification provides a summary of the main features of the course, identifies the aims and learning outcomes of the course, the teaching, learning and assessment methods used by teaching staff, and the reference points used to inform the curriculum. 
This information is therefore useful to potential students to help them choose the right course of study, to current students on the course and to staff teaching and administering the course. 
Further detailed information on the individual modules within the course may be found in the relevant module descriptors and the Course Handbook provided to students on enrolment.
Please refer to the Course and Module Catalogue for further information on the course structure and modules.

	[bookmark: _heading=h.dpy4tuqxs8re]Educational aims of the course
The CertHE Musical Theatre aims to provide a rigorous, practice-led year of artistic formation and professional development at Level 4. The course develops technical competence in acting, singing and dance through sustained studio training. Students apply these skills within rehearsal-based project classes culminating in progressive performance opportunities. Alongside practical development, structured academic classes foster analytical, reflective and professional skills, enabling students to engage critically with musical theatre performance and industry contexts. 

The programme moves from ensemble literacy and integrated storytelling to professional entry processes, creative ownership and a graduate showcase experience. Conservatoire audition preparation is embedded within broader exploration of progression pathways and career decision-making. By the end of the course, students demonstrate increased technical control, interpretive understanding, professional discipline and critical self-awareness, equipping them for further training or alternative pathways within the creative industries.




	Course Learning Outcomes and Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategies
The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) sets out a national framework of qualification levels, and the associated standards of achievement are found in their Framework for Higher Education Qualifications document.  
Office for Students Conditions of Registration

The Course Learning Outcomes for this course are outlined in the tables below.



	[bookmark: _heading=h.3kdiq0pephsy]A.  Knowledge and understanding of:

	LO number
	Learning outcome
	Learning and Teaching methods
	Assessment 
methods

	A1
	The fundamental technical principles underpinning acting, singing and dance within musical theatre practice.
	Studio-Based Practical Skills Training, Rehearsal-Based Project Learning, Independent Study and Practice
	Practical Skills Assessment, Set Exercise (Practical)

	A2
	The integration of song, dance and acting in communicating narrative and character in musical theatre performance.
	Studio-Based Practical Skills Training, Rehearsal-Based Project Learning, Lectures and Seminar-Based Academic Teaching, Independent Study and Practice
	Practical Skills Assessment, Essay, Presentation

	A3
	Professional rehearsal processes, audition conventions and performance environments within contemporary musical theatre contexts.
	Rehearsal-Based Project Learning, Simulated Professional Practice, Lectures and Seminar-Based Academic Teaching
	Practical Skills Assessment, Portfolio

	A4 
	Personal artistic development and progression pathways within musical theatre and the wider creative industries.
	Simulated Professional Practice, Lectures and Seminar-Based Academic Teaching, Individual Tutorials, Independent Study and Practice
	Portfolio, Viva




	[bookmark: _heading=h.u61kj1h9m0uk]B.  Cognitive (Intellectual or Thinking) skills, able to:

	LO number
	Learning outcome
	Learning and Teaching methods
	Assessment 
methods

	B1
	Analyse the technical and interpretive demands of musical theatre repertoire.
	Rehearsal-Based Project Learning, Lectures and Seminar-Based Academic Teaching, Independent Study and Practice
	Essay, Presentation

	B2
	Evaluate personal performance using appropriate discipline-specific terminology.
	Studio-Based Practical Skills Training, Rehearsal-Based Project Learning, Lectures and Seminar-Based Academic Teaching, Individual Tutorials, Independent Study and Practice
	Presentation, Viva

	B3
	Apply critical thinking to repertoire selection and professional progression decisions within defined artistic and industry frameworks.
	Simulated Professional Practice, Lectures and Seminar-Based Academic Teaching, Individual Tutorials, Independent Study and Practice
	Portfolio







	[bookmark: _heading=h.hjuj8rfdyt5z]C.  Practical (Professional or Subject) skills, able to:

	LO number
	Learning outcome
	Learning and Teaching methods
	Assessment 
methods

	C1
	Apply foundational and developing technical skills in acting, singing and dance to musical theatre repertoire.
	Studio-Based Practical Skills Training, Rehearsal-Based Project Learning, Independent Study and Practice
	Practical Skills Assessment, Set Exercise (Practical)

	C2
	Sustain vocal clarity, physical control and technical accuracy while executing choreographed movement.
	Studio-Based Practical Skills Training, Rehearsal-Based Project Learning, Independent Study and Practice
	Practical Skills Assessment, Set Exercise (Practical)

	C3
	Demonstrate professional rehearsal discipline and responsiveness to direction within ensemble and audition contexts.
	Rehearsal-Based Project Learning, Simulated Professional Practice
	Practical Skills Assessment

	C4
	Present solo and ensemble performance material in audition and public performance settings with appropriate professional conduct.
	Rehearsal-Based Project Learning, Simulated Professional Practice, Independent Study and Practice
	Practical Skills Assessment





	[bookmark: _heading=h.x1w1qgdse411]D.  Transferrable (Graduate and Employability) skills, able to:

	LO number
	Learning outcome
	Learning and Teaching methods
	Assessment 
methods

	D1
	Communicate ideas and professional intentions clearly to specialist and non-specialist audiences.
	Simulated Professional Practice, Lectures and Seminar-Based Academic Teaching, Individual Tutorials, Independent Study and Practice
	Presentation, Portfolio, Viva

	D2
	Manage time, preparation and workload effectively in response to rehearsal and assessment demands.
	Rehearsal-Based Project Learning, Individual Tutorials, Independent Study and Practice
	Portfolio

	D3
	Collaborate constructively within group settings, demonstrating reliability and shared responsibility.
	Rehearsal-Based Project Learning, Independent Study and Practice
	Practical Skills Assessment

	D4
	Reflect constructively on feedback and use it to inform ongoing learning and professional development.
	Lectures and Seminar-Based Academic Teaching, Individual Tutorials, Independent Study and Practice
	Viva











	Academic Regulations
The current University of Portsmouth Academic Regulations: Examination & Assessment Regulations / Partner-Specific Assessment Regulations (Delete as appropriate - partners will follow UoP regs unless they have specific regulations) will apply to this course. Approved course exemptions can be found here.

	Support for Student Learning
The University of Portsmouth provides a comprehensive range of support services for students throughout their course, details of which are available at the MyPort student portal. 
In addition to these University support services this course (delivered by Laine Theatre Arts) also provides on-site Student Services in Epsom - these include additional tutorials, SEND support and counselling services.

	Evaluation and Enhancement of Standards and Quality in Learning and Teaching
The University of Portsmouth undertakes comprehensive monitoring, review and evaluation of courses within clearly assigned staff responsibilities. Student feedback is a key feature in these evaluations, as represented in our Policy for Listening to and Responding to the Student Voice where you can also find further information.

	Reference Points
The course and outcomes have been developed taking account of:
Insert additional reference points or delete as required
· University of Portsmouth Connected Curriculum
· University of Portsmouth Vision
· Office for Students Conditions of Registration
· University of Portsmouth Code of Practice for Work-based and Placement Learning
· Quality Assurance Agency UK Quality Code for Higher Education
· Quality Assurance Agency Qualification Characteristic Statements
· Quality Assurance Agency Subject Benchmark Statement for Dance, Drama and Performance
· Quality Assurance Agency Framework for Higher Education Qualifications 
· Requirements of Professional and/or Statutory Regulatory Bodies: Council for Dance, Drama and Musical Theatre (CDMT)
· Vocational and professional experience, scholarship and research expertise of the University of Portsmouth’s academic members of staff
· National Occupational Standards









	Changes to your course/modules
The University of Portsmouth has checked the information provided in this Course Specification and will endeavour to deliver this course in keeping with this Course Specification. However, changes to the course may sometimes be required arising from annual monitoring, student feedback, and the review and update of modules and courses.
Where this activity leads to significant changes to modules and courses there will be prior consultation with students and others, wherever possible, and the University of Portsmouth will take all reasonable steps to minimise disruption to students.
It is also possible that the University of Portsmouth may not be able to offer a module or course for reasons outside of its control, for example, due to the absence of a member of staff or low student registration numbers. Where this is the case, the University of Portsmouth will endeavour to inform applicants and students as soon as possible, and where appropriate, will facilitate the transfer of affected students to another suitable course.

	Copyright
The contents of this Course Specification are the copyright of the University of Portsmouth and all rights are reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, such as electronic, mechanical, photocopied, recorded or otherwise, without the prior consent of the University of Portsmouth.



	Document Details

	CSD Template date
	July 2025

	Author
	Andrew Hudson

	Date of production and version number
	March 2026, v1

	Date of update and version number
	N/A

	Minimum student registration numbers
	8
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